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HORACE N. GILBERT 

(1901-1990) 
 

 

When Horace Nathaniel Gilbert, Professor of Business Economics, was first brought to 

the California Institute of Technology in 1924 by Robert A. Millikan, his mission, as 

outlined by Millikan, was “…to give a course which would help the graduates of 

Caltech who were going into industry to know something about it.”1  That course, 

Economics 100, taught by Gilbert for many years, was one of the most popular offered 

by the Institute.  Open to graduate students, the course aimed at bridging the gap 

between engineering and business, and it relied heavily on the case method of 

instruction. 

Born in Yakima, Washington, on June 15, 1901, Gilbert received the AB in 1923 from 

the University of Washington and the MBA with distinction from Harvard in 1926.  He 

taught Industrial Business Policy and Industrial Business Economics at Harvard’s 

Graduate School of Business before coming to the Institute in 1929. 

The correspondence [Series I] documents Gilbert’s association with the people at the 

Institute, professional colleagues, persons in government, and close relationships with 

persons such as Herbert Hoover, Jr., and William O. Douglas.  There is material 

highlighting his role as advisor to the military during World War II and the post-war 

years [Series III and IV especially].  As visiting lecturer at Harvard (1940-1942), 

Gilbert taught Industrial Management and Mobilization, using aircraft companies as 

case examples.  From 1942 to 1945 he was the principal production supervisor for the 

Air Materiel Command of the US Air Force.  In 1945 Gilbert became bombing analyst 

for the US Strategic Bombing Survey, then industrial economic advisor for the 

American High Commission for Germany under John McCloy (1949-1951). 

Although Professor Gilbert traveled extensively to developing nations and socialist 

countries, studying their economies and industrialization, the collection does not reflect 

                                                 
1 Horace N. Gilbert, Oral History with Mary Terrall, Archives, California Institute of Technology, 
February 1978, p. 9. 
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this facet of his experience except in brief correspondence.  Manuscripts and course 

notes complete the collection [Series II]. 

Gilbert was a member of the American Association for the Advancement of Science, 

the American Economic Association, and the National Association for Student Affairs.  

He received an honorary DBA from the South Dakota School of Mines and Technology 

in 1971. 

 

Carol Finerman 

Assistant Archivist 

August 1980 

 

*********** 

ADDENDUM 2003 
 

The Horace N. Gilbert papers were supplemented by Dr. Gilbert himself in 1986 and 

again in 2001 from materials preserved in the Millikan Library at Caltech.  It was then 

decided to begin a reorganization of the collection and to bring the bulk of the 

supplementary material into one section, in spite of its mixed character and occasional 

overlap with series in the original donation.  An exception is Series V, Pamphlets and 

Articles, the contents of which were fully rearranged and to which two new files (14.9-

10) were added.  A few pieces of correspondence were interfiled into Series I.  

Otherwise, the supplementary material stands alone.  It contains significant 

correspondence with Gilbert’s Harvard Business School colleagues in the period 1936 

to 1940, well past his departure from Harvard for Caltech.  Caltech material relates to 

committees and to programs of the Humanities (now Humanities and Social Sciences) 

Division, principally the Business Economics course, in which Gilbert played such a 

major role; and to the Carnegie-sponsored program on defense and arms control.  The 

latter group of materials may be compared with the papers titled Carnegie Program: 

Science and Government, donated by David Elliot.  There will be some overlap 

between the two collections, but the Gilbert papers contain some reports and transcripts 

not included in the Elliot donation.  Notable among the papers on professional and civic 
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activities are those relating to the American Universities Field Staff (AUFS) to which 

Gilbert contributed through the 1970s and 1980s.  Also, files on trips to observe Russian 

(later Soviet) industry in 1931 and 1958, noted to be absent from the earlier donation, 

are present in the supplement. 

Horace Gilbert retired from Caltech in 1969.  He passed away on December 16, 1990. 

 

Readers should consult the following related collections: 

 Carnegie Program: Science and Government 

Horace N. Gilbert, Oral History with Mary Terrall, 1978 (available online at 

http://oralhistories.caltech.archives.edu) 

David C. Elliot, Oral History with Carol Bugé, 1986 

 

 

Charlotte E. Erwin 

Associate Archivist 

November 2003 
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THE PAPERS OF HORACE N. GILBERT 
 

 

SERIES I:  CORRESPONDENCE AND DOCUMENTS 

 

BOX 1  
 American Association of University Professors (AAUP) 
1.1 1930-1940 
1.2 1949, 1952-1955, 1957-1960, 1963-1964, 1966 
1.3 Athenaeum   1930, 1937 
1.4 A miscellaneous   1929-1974 
  
1.5 Barrett, Edward C.   1929, 1933-1934, 1945 
1.6 BCD International Comparisons   1968 
1.7 Berle, Adolph, Jr.   1927-1929, 1931, 1933-1935, 1941-1942, 1971 
1.8 B miscellaneous   1930-1978 
  
 California, State of, Committee on Surface Mining and Reclamation 
 Correspondence 
1.9 1965-1969 
1.10 1970 
1.11 1971 
1.12 1972, 1974-1975 
1.13 1976-1978 
 
 
BOX 2  
2.1 Miscellaneous reports   1961-1964, 1966 
 Reports 
2.2 1970-1971, 1977-1978 
2.3 Jan 1971-Nov 17, 1971 
2.4 Nov 19, 1971-Nov 24, 1971 
 Miscellaneous 
2.5 Jul 1973-Nov 18, 1974 
2.6 Nov 20, 1974 
2.7 Tour guide   Nov 3, 1978 
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BOX 3  
3.1 California Institute of Technology   ca 1930, 1932, 1938, 1942, 1951, 

1959 
3.2 Clearances  TS  Q  Loyalty   1955, 1961, 1969-1971 
3.3 Colorado, University of, lecture   1971 
3.4 C miscellaneous   1928-1979 
  
3.5 Donham, W. B.   1940-1941, 1945 
 See also:  Series VI, Harvard Business School 
3.6 Douglas, William O.   1941-1942, 1949, n.d., 1955-1956, 1959-1960, 

1962, 1966, 1972, 1974 
3.7 DuBridge, Lee A.   n.d., 1948-1950, 1952-1953 
3.8 D miscellaneous   1932-1970 
  
3.9 Economic Report of the President   1968 
3.10 E miscellaneous   1932-1977 
  
3.11 Farmanfarmaian, Khodadad   1965-1966, 1969, 1972-1975 
3.12 Fitch, James B.   1973, n.d. 
3.13 Floyd, Paul   1930-1931, 1933-1935 
 Foreign Student Committee 
3.14 1946, 1950-1957 
3.15 1960, 1962-1964 
3.16 1966-1967 
 Foreign student correspondence 
3.17 n.d., 1959-1962 
3.18 1963-1970 
 
 
BOX 4  
 Fulbright 
 Competition, students 
4.1 1949-1953 
4.2 1954-1959 
4.3 Conferences   1962-1968 
4.4 Faculty   1952-1956 
4.5 Scholars, correspondence   n.d., 1954-1958, 1960 
4.6 F miscellaneous   1930-1977 
  
 German refugees.  Professor Vivian Stranders 
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4.7 1951-1953 
4.8 1954-1959 
4.9 Greek project.  Demetriades   1969-1970 
4.10 G miscellaneous   1933-1975 
  
 Harvard University 
4.11-4.13 Transition to Caltech   1929-1935  [3 folders] 
4.14 1952-1953, 1955, 1957, 1966-1967, 1969-1973, 1979 
 See also:  Series VI, Harvard Business School 
 
 
BOX 5  
5.1 Hensel, Steve   1951-1952 
5.2 Hereford, Rockwell   1933, 1971-1979 
5.3 Herter, Christian   1962 
5.4 Hodges, Luther   1951-1952, 1957, 1959-1962 
5.5 Hoover, Herbert, Jr.   n.d., 1928 
5.6 H miscellaneous   1930-1979 
  
5.7 Institute of International Education (IIE), Los Angeles   1968-1971 
5.8 International Association of University Professors, conference   Sept 

1968 
 International Center 
5.9 Correspondence   1949, 1951-1953 
5.10 Reports   1952-1955, 1965 
5.11 I miscellaneous   n.d., 1973 
  
5.12 Judy, Clinton K.   1939, 1944-1946, 1948 
5.13 J miscellaneous   1933-1978 
  
5.14 von Kàrmàn, Theodore   1945 
5.15 Kanpur Indo-American Program   1961, 1965, 1967-1970 
5.16 K miscellaneous   1930-1975 
  
5.17 L miscellaneous   1931-1979 
 
 
BOX 6  
 McGraw-Hill Book Company 
 See:  Series VI, Introduction to Business 
6.1-6.2 Miles, Kenneth   [2 folders] 
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6.3 Millikan, Robert A.   1929-1931, 1933-1944, 1946, 1949, 1953 
 Moore, John G. (poet) 
6.4 1931-1940 
6.5 1958-1969 
6.6 1970 
6.7 Published works   1961, 1963-1964, 1966-1970 
6.8 Munro, William B.   1929, 1931, 1933, 1936, 1940-1945 
6.9 M miscellaneous   1930-1976 
  
6.10 National Association of Foreign Student Affairs   1948, 1953, 1957-

1962 
6.11 Noyes, Arthur Amos   1931 
6.12 N miscellaneous   1932-1973 
  
6.13 O miscellaneous   1938-1963 
  
6.14 Page, James   1949-1950 
6.15 P-Q miscellaneous   1930-1975 
 
 
BOX 7  
 Recommendations 
7.1 1938-1940, 1946-1956 
7.2 1957-1964 
7.3 1965-1970 
7.4 1971-1974 
7.5 Ruddock, Albert B.   1955-1957, n.d. 
7.6 R miscellaneous   1931-1978 
  
7.7 Scott, John   1965-1966, 1970-1971, 1974-1976 
7.8 Smith, Hallett   1950-1951 
7.9 Sorensen, Royal W.   1934 
7.10 Sterling, J. E. Wallace   1945-1946 
7.11 S miscellaneous   1932-1978 
  
7.12 Tolman, Richard C.   1942 
7.13 Twining, Nathan F.   1946-1947  [copies] 
7.14 T miscellaneous   1931-1977 
  
7.15 U miscellaneous   1938 
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7.16 V miscellaneous   1929-1978 
  
7.17 Watson, Earnest C.   1930, 1938, 1940-1941, 1944, 1947-1951, 1959 
7.18 W miscellaneous   1927-1979 
  
7.19 Y-Z miscellaneous   1935-1973 
  
7.20 Miscellaneous correspondence and personal   1966 
 
 

SERIES II:  MANUSCRIPTS 

 

BOX 8  
 An Introduction to Business 
8.1 1st and 2nd eds., correspondence   1933-1936, 1940, 1949, 1951-

1952 
8.2 3rd ed., correspondence   1934-1939, 1946 
 See also:  Series VI, An Introduction to Business 
 Speeches and lectures  [Although most of these items are not dated, 

perusal of the documents will reveal the approximate date they were 
first given] 

8.3 Business as a profession   ca 1929 
 Economic background of our currency and credit difficulties   

n.d. 
 The Russian industrialization program   ca 1932 
 American economic entanglements in Europe   1932 
 The economics of dictatorships   n.d. 
 The American labor movement in transition   1938 
 The economic basis of Europe’s war problem   n.d. 
8.4 The bankruptcy of Europe   n.d. 
 The fight for a free world   ca 1940s 
 Germany and the peace   1945 
 The college and university in the community/The private 

college   n.d. 
 Labor versus consumers   n.d. 
 Visa and passport restrictions and their effect on international 

scientific effort   n.d. 
 Pasadena’s top diplomat   1962 
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 Vietnam bombing:  a lesson from World War II   n.d. 
 Articles 
8.5 The domestic allotment plan   1933 
 Two amendments to capitalism   n.d. 
 The high cost of labor   n.d. 
 The administrative organization of the California Institute of 

Technology   1940 
 A lesson from the depression   n.d. 
 Issues in the presidential campaign   ca 1940 
8.6 German industry under Allied bombing   n.d. 
 More precious than gold   n.d. 
 Preparedness for the production of military aircraft   n.d. 
 Coronation odyssey   1953 
 Germany emerges as a European power   n.d. 
 The architect and construction for business  1954 
 Foreign students:  their academic troubles and culture shock   

n.d. 
8.7 Manuscripts 
 Untitled 
 Engineering training for business management 
 Government reorganization and the New Deal government 

agencies 
 We can avoid business depressions 
 The Soviet Union 1931 (with photo, Einstein et al)   1983 
 Course lecture notes.  Articles by others 
 Econ 100 
8.8 The art of management, by Vannevar Bush   1965-1966 
8.9 Why depressions are extinct, by Gottfried Haberler   

1962 
 Econ 21 and 100 
8.10 General sociology, by Pareto   1933 
8.11 Louis Rader lectures   1963-1964 
 Econ 101 
8.12 Warren’s theory   ca 1930s 
 Course lecture notes.  Economics courses 
 Correspondence 
8.13 Kinnard, William C.   1949-1951 
8.14 1937, 1946, 1948-1949 
 Econ 100 
8.15 Class notes   1947-1967 
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 Lecture notes 
8.16 1963-1967 
8.17 1965 
8.18 1968 
8.19 Common market (a)   1962 
8.20 Grades (partial)   1929-1955, 1966 
 
 

SERIES III:  WARTIME PAPERS 

 

BOX 9  
9.1 War Department Procurement Planning, prepared by the Extension 

Course Division, the Army Industrial College   1940 
9.2 Industrial Mobilization, prepared by the Extension Course Division, the 

Army Industrial College   1940 
 Courses at Harvard 
 Industrial Management and Mobilization 
9.3 Sep 1941 
9.4 May 1942 
9.5 Lockheed Aircraft Corporation   ca 1942 
 
 
BOX 10  
10.1 Radio broadcasts [by members of Harvard’s American Defense Effort]   

ca 1942 
10.2 Air Force Papers   1942-1945 
10.3 From Harvard to Air Materiel Command   1942-1945 
 Air Materiel Command 
10.4 Lockheed Aircraft Corporation   1943 
10..5 Northrop Aircraft, Inc.   1943-1944 
10.6 Timm Aircraft Corporation  1943-1944 
10.7 Hammond Aircraft Company   1944 
 Western Procurement District 
10.8 Douglas Aircraft I   1943 
10.9 Douglas Aircraft II   1943 
10.10 Expediting assignments, general   1943-1944 
10.11 Los Angeles area study   1944 
10.12 Organization   1943-1944 
10.13-10.14 Subcontractors to aircraft companies   1943  [2 folders] 
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BOX 11  
11.1 Workload survey   1943-1944 
11.2 Historical office   1945 
 Wright Field 
11.3-11.4 Hickok Electrical Company   1942-1943  [2 folders] 
11.5 Hydraulic fluid   1942-1943 
11.6 Production service staff   1942-1943 
11.7 Special expediting assignments   1942 
 Miscellaneous Air Materiel Command material 
11.8 Program planning   1941-1943 
11.9-11.10 Special Douglas Aircraft study   1945  [2 folders] 
 See also:  Series IV (entire) 
 
 

SERIES IV:  POST-WAR, SPECIAL ADVISOR TO AIR MATERIEL COMMAND 

 

BOX 12  
 Post-war Industrial Mobilization Assignment 
12.1-12.2 Air Force   1946-1947  [2 folders] 
12.3 Special Consultant   1946-1948 
12.4 Materiel Command   1947-1951 
12.5 Industrial Mobilization Study, interim   1945-1946 
12.6 Industrial Preparedness Progress Reports   1945-1946 
12.7 Industrial Preparedness, Bryant Report   1946 
12.8 Air Force Industrial Mobilization Study, correspondence with 

contractors   1945-1946 
12.9 Presentations to Army-Navy Munitions Board   1947 
12.10 Major Rosenheim correspondence   1945-1947 
 See also:  Series VI, Professional and Civil Activities 
 
 
BOX 13  
 Miscellaneous post-war materials 
13.1 McCloy, John J., High Commmissioner for Germany (HICOG)   

n.d., 1949-1951, 1953, 1955, 1957, 1961 
 German notes; HICOG 
13.2 1950-1951 
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13.3 1949-1952 
13.4 Air Force, propulsion system   1959-1962 
 Bombing survey 
13.5 Arrangements 
13.6 Charts, graphs 
13.7-13.8 Notes  [2 folders] 
 Project Vista 
13.9 June 1951 
13.10 1951-1952 
 
 
 

SERIES V:  PAMPHLETS AND ARTICLES BY H. N. GILBERT AND OTHERS 

 

BOX 14   
14.1 Articles on mobilization, by H. N. Gilbert   1942 

The expansion of shipbuilding 
From industrial mobilization to war production 

14.2 The winning of the war in Europe and the Pacific, by General George 
C. Marshall   1943-1946 

14.3 Report of the Supreme Commander to the Combined Chiefs of Staff… 
   1944-1945 

14.4 Second and Third Reports of the Commanding General of the Army Air 
   Forces…   1945 

14.5 Douglas Aircraft Company, Industrial Mobilization Plan   1946 
14.6 Industrial Preparedness in Aircraft Industry, by H. N. Gilbert   1946-

1947 
Postwar aircraft industry cashes in on wartime experiences 
Industrial preparedness in the aircraft industry 

14.7 Air Industrial Preparedness Program, presentation   April 23, 1947 
14.8 Report of the Chief of Staff, US Air Force…   1948 
14.9 Proceedings, 18th Institute of International Relations   1952 
14.10 Miscellaneous articles   1950-1969 
 
 
 
 
 

http://resolver.caltech.edu/CaltechFA:FA_Gilbert_H



HORACE N. GILBERT 

 10

SERIES VI:  SUPPLEMENTARY PAPERS 

 

BOX 15  
 Harvard Business School 
15.1 Correspondence   1936-1940  (A-I) 
 Alumni Association 

Baker, John C. 
Biddle, Clinton P. 
Cabot, Philip 
Crum, W. Leonard 
Donham, Wallace B. 
Doriot, Georges 
Gragg, Charles I. 
Hansen, Alvin H. 
Heard, Mrs. F. E. 
Hubbard, Joseph B. 
Isaacs, Nathan 

15.2 Correspondence   1936-1940  (L-V) 
 Lewis, Howard T. 

Malott, Deane W. 
Martin, Bryce F. 
McNair, Malcolm P. 
Osgood, Mary E. 
Schmalz, Carl N. 
Smith, George Albert, Jr. 
Turner, Glen 
Vanderblue, Homer B. 

15.3 Malott, Deane, agricultural business cases   1935-1936 
 Course material 
15.4 Business Policy 12   1927-1928 
15.5 Business Economics   1929 
15.6 Miscellaneous   1924-1929 
15.7 Letters of recommendation   1930, 1934-1935, n.d. 
 See also:  Series I, Harvard University 
 Publication correspondence and documents 
 An Introduction to Business (book) 
15.8 Manuscript (incomplete) 
 Correspondence 
15.9 1929, n.d. 
15.10 1930 
15.11 1931-1933 
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 California Institute of Technology 
 Speakers Committee 
15.12 Lecturers file 
15.13 1932-1934, n.d. 
15.14 1935-1936 
 
 
BOX 16  
16.1 1937-1938 
16.2 Fall 1938 
16.3 Spring 1939 
 Business Economics Program 
16.4 Correspondence   1966-1977 
16.5 Committee on Management Science (Pings Committee)   

1971-1973 
 Business Economics and Management 
16.6 1982, 1984, n.d. 
16.7 1985, n.d. 
16.8 1986-1987 
 Carnegie Program:  Science and Government 
16.9 Jun-Dec 1960   Seminars and Working Group 
 Arms Control Seminars 
16.10 Jan-May 1961 
16.11 Sep 1961-May 1962  
16.12 Oct 1962-May 1963 
 
 
BOX 17  
 Seminar on National Security 
17.1 Oct 1963-Apr 1964 
17.2 Oct 1964-Jan 1965 
17.3 Southern California Arms Control Workshop   1964 
17.4 Arms control, miscellaneous   1957-1964, n.d. 
17.5 Committee on the Freshman Year   1964, 1983 
17.6 Graduate Studies in Humanities and Social Sciences Division   

1970-1986, n.d. 
17.7 Goldberger, Marvin   1978-1982 
 Institute art 
17.8 Bust of Theodore von Kàrmàn by Judith Bland   1962-

1966 
17.9 Bust of Paul Epstein by Judith Bland   1965-1967 
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17.10 Baxter Art Gallery   1984-1987 
 Professional and civic activities 
17.11 Army Air Force, Air Materiel Command, Special Consultant   

1946-1947, n.d. 
See also:  Series III and IV, Air Materiel Command 

 American Universities Field Staff  (AUFS) 
17.12 1971-1974, n.d. 
17.13 1975-1978 
 
 
BOX 18  
18.1 1979-1980 
18.2 1981 
18.3 1982-1985 
18.4 Leakey, L. S. B., Foundation (including letter from Jane 

Goodall)   1973-1984 
18.5 Los Angeles economic discussion group   1933-1935 
 Pasadena Music Festival 
18.6 1935, n.d. 
18.7 1936, n.d. 
18.8 1937-1938, n.d. 
18.9 Town Hall   1957 
 Personal, miscellaneous 
 Russia trips 
18.10 1930-1933 
18.11 1958-1962 
18.12 Family correspondence   1983-1985, n.d. 
 Memorabilia 
18.13 University of Washington 
18.14 Herbert Hoover, Jr., and Hoover family 
18.15 Miscellaneous   1925-1934, n.d. 
18.16 Photos 
18.17 Clippings 
 
 

http://resolver.caltech.edu/CaltechFA:FA_Gilbert_H




